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The Season— 


CXXXIII. April 15 
to June 15, 1940 


Boston Region.—The spring migration 
just concluded has been one of the most 
interesting ever known in the Northeast be- 
cause (1) it 
was so poor 
and late, (2) 
it reflected 
the effects 
of a severe 
winter and 
steady cold 
throughout 
the spring. The remainder of April was 
below normal in temperature, but there was 
a warm spell at the very end of the month 
with southwest winds, bringing a marked 
wave on April 30 and May 1. Thereafter it 
remained steadily cool or cold, with no 
seasonable heat until June 3 and 4, when a 
burst of belated birds passed rapidly through 
Massachusetts. During the entire month of 
May there was not a single warm night with 
southwest winds, and nothing remotely re- 
sembling a ‘wave’ of migrants ever ma- 
terialized. Worse than this, on May 20 the 
wind went to the northeast and stayed there 
with fog and rain for six solid days, com- 
pletely ruining the height of the migration. 

It is obvious to the point of being trite 
that these abnormal conditions caused the 
belated arrival or passage of the majority 
of our spring birds, even if the first individu- 
als of many species arrived on time. Indeed, 
the Chimney Swift and Wood Thrush de- 
serve mention as birds whose migration was 
normal, in no way affected by the backward 
season. But the ‘latest date chasers’ cer- 
tainly reaped a rich harvest! Cowbirds were 
still migrating in numbers on April 30, Red- 
wings on May 3, Grackles on May 12. The 


waterfowl lingered to unprecedented dates 
also: Canvas-back, to late April in three 
localities; Shoveller, Wayland, May 10 
(Morgan, et al.); Baldpate, Plum Island, 
May 12 (Griscom, et a/.); Ring-necked Duck, 
Lake Quaboag, May 25 (A. C. Bagg); Har 
lequin Duck, a fine drake at Monomoy, 
May 30 (Eliot, et a/.). On June 4, Mr 
Emilio and I found 75 Red-legged Black 
Duck, Scaup, Golden-eye, Buffle-head and 
Old-squaw in Newburyport Harbor, noted 
at least 15 species of land-bird migrants, and 
the general arrival of the Waxwing. The 
Acadian Sharp-tail passed through Massa 
chusetts on June 4-15, the first arrival date 
approximating the normal average for the 
last ones seen! 

Even more interesting was the disruption 
of the normal migration schedule of various 
species. I gladly accept the theory of Dr 
Wyman Richardson, who pointed out that 
the strain of a severe winter and a cold spring 
throughout the East undoubtedly retarded 
the reproductive development of some in 
dividuals more than others of the same 
species. Thus the Phoebe, so scarce up to 
April 15, showed up in some numbers on 
April 30, and a certain well-known breeding 
pair did not arrive until May 31 in Cam 
bridge. The Short-billed Marsh Wrer 
normally due the first days of May, was no 
recorded until May 18, and summer residet 
birds trickled in up to June 3. 

We now have final evidence on winte 
mortality in the southern states. The fo 
lowing birds have shown sharp decrease 
Killdeer, Phoebe and Winter Wren; Wood 
cock (40 to 60 per cent); Brown Creeper an 
Golden-crowned Kinglet (practically 1 
birds on migration, very scarce and local « 
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breeding grounds); Short-billed Marsh 
Wren, Hermit Thrush, Tree Swallow (75 
per cent each). I have so far heard of only 
9 individual Marsh Wrens in eastern Massa- 
chusetts, where a locally common summer 
resident last year. The Hermit Thrush is 
lacking entirely in many sections of north- 
ern New England where it was a common 
summer resident last year, and we saw 6 to 
10 transients apiece in eastern Massachusetts 
instead of 100. The Tree Swallow, from a 
very common summer resident, has become 
almost rare and local, and we saw a few 
hundred transients instead of many thous- 
ands 

The six-day spell of northeast fog and 
rain brought some southern stragglers and 
the second great flight of spring Phalaropes 
both species) ever recorded along the coast 
of Massachusetts. Two Red Phalaropes were 
observed inland at Concord on May 26 
Samuel Hoar). Terns were also noted at 
interior points, including the Housatonic 
Valley and a cow pasture at Ware (John 
Conkey )! 

Notable rarities: Long-tailed Jaeger, 
Monomoy Point, May 30 (Griscom, et al.); 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Essex 
County, May 19, and two adults in early 
June; Kentucky Warbler, Nahant, May 23, 
collected, first state specimen (Griscom); 
Hooded Warbler, Cambridge, May 12, and 
Salem, May 22; Summer Tanager, Cam- 
bridge, May 22 (Griscom); Blue Grosbeak, 
Chatham, May 19 (John P. Bishop and Mrs. 
Palmer Putnam); Seaside Sparrow, Mono- 
moy, May 30 (Griscom, et al.). There have 
been several Orchard Orioles near Boston, 
and 2 male Brewster's Warblers are nesting 
at Belmont and Centre Newton. 

he Yellow-throated Vireo, formerly a 
common summer resident, suddenly became 
rare and local by 1920 and its status re- 
mained unchanged through 1939. This year 

s entirely disappeared west and north 
of Boston, involving perhaps half the 
| known last year.—LupLow Griscom, 

um of Comparative Zodlogy, Cambridge, 


ew York Region.—The backward con- 
1s of the preceding period continued 
the present. The last killing frost oc- 
é 1 on April 15 and the last heavy frost 
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During the 


first half of May an astonishing scarcity 
of southwest winds and consequent cold 
nights prevailed and the period of heavy 
precipitation from the 20th on was cli- 
maxed by 3 inches of rain in a few hours 
on the 31st. 

Thus the stage was set for a migration 
that was two weeks late on May 1 and 
generally retarded for the rest of the month. 
No real wave occurred previous to May 7. 
Waves followed on May 11 and 14, and the 
height of the migration was reached on 
May 19. After this, unfavorable conditions 
were prevalent with a late movement noted 
on May 30 to June 2. 

The early northward movement of Herons 
was evidenced by American Egret and Snowy 
Egret, Plandome, L. I., May 18 (Reids and 
Childs); Little Blue Heron, Kenilworth, 
N. J., May 5 (Fables), and Merrick, L. I., 
May 8 (Cruickshank), and Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron, Delawanna, June 2 (Murray). 
Over 10,000 Scoters massed at Jones Beach 
on May 19 (Arbib ef al.) and 500 remained 
at Asharoken on June 12 (McKeever). 

A Swallow-tailed Kite, closely observed 
near Fords, N. J., May 19 (Fables er al.), 
and a Black Vulture at Orient, May 22-24 
(Latham) are outstanding. On New Jersey 
ridges there were good Hawk flights during 
the last week of April, the general migration 
being concluded early. Red-shouldered 
Hawk flight excellent; Sharp-shinned Hawk 
fairly heavy; Red-tailed Hawk, more than 
usual (Wolfarth). 

Reported were: Yellow Rail, Idlewild, 
April 18 (Mayer); Sooty Shearwater, 2, 
Moriches Inlet, June 5 (Wilcox); Little 
Gull, Staten Island Ferry, April 28 (Komor- 
owski); Caspian Tern, Sussex County, N. J., 
June 2 (Brown, Edwards, Eynon); and 
Parasitic Jaeger, Jones Beach, May 30 
(Norse, Cantor, Haigh). 

The main shore-bird flight took place the 
third week in May. Good numbers of White- 
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rumped Sandpipers and Knots were noted on 
Long Island and there were several records 
of Lesser Yellow-legs from April 27 to 
May 15. Notable were: Willet, 8, Mastic, 
May 26 (J. T. Nichols); Golden Plover, 
Oakwood Beach, S. I., May 12 (Norse et al.), 
Orient, May 24 (Latham), and Idlewild, 
May 25 (Mayer). Five days of northeast 
storm brought a Phalarope incursion, noted 
at Idlewild on May 25, with 37 Northerns 
(Mayer), at Moriches Inlet on May 26 with 
12 Northerns and 8 Reds (J. T. Nichols), 
with stragglers reported inland. 

Noteworthy land birds reported were: 
Pileated Woodpecker, Elmsford, West- 
chester County, May 30 (Watson, Hines); 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Prospect Park, 
May 14-19 (various observers); Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher, 2in N. J. and 1 in N. Y.; 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, 3 records in New 
Jersey, not reported in New York; Blue Jay, 
exceptionally heavy late migration in New 
Jersey, May 19 to June 2; Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, Bayside, May 5 (Bohn, Sabin, 
Skopec) and Van Cortlandt Park, May 25 
(Norse, Cantor); Kentucky Warbler, Hemp- 
stead Lake, May 10 (P. Murphy and Terry) 
and South Mt. Reservation, New Jersey, 
May 14 (Hunn); Connecticut Warbler, no 
less than 3 reports in five days in New 
Jersey—Ash Swamp, May 8 (Hunn), Dela- 
wanna, May 11 (Murray), Troy Meadows, 
May 12 (Rusling). 

A Western Meadowlark, heard in full 
song by an observer well acquainted with 
the bird, at South Plainfield on April 28 is a 
unique record, the proved validity of which 
could only have been established by col- 
lection (Hunn). There was a good flight of 
White-crowned Sparrows, and a White- 
throated Sparrow remained at Troy Mead- 
ows, June 9 (Bull, Darrow, Watson). Tree 
Sparrow, Troy Meadows, May 12 (Rusling) 
was probably a sick bird (?). 

Practically no migration of Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, Brown Creeper, Winter 
Wren, or Hermit Thrush was noted. During 
May, observers remarked on the unusual 
numbers of Blue-headed Vireos in New 
Jersey and Nashville Warblers throughout 
the region 

Breeding records of interest to date are 
Great Blue Heron, flourishing heronry in 
Sussex County, New Jersey, and a second 


[ 380 ] 


suspected (C. D. Brown), the first record for 
north Jersey; Osprey, the first recent breed- 
ing record for Passaic County (Brown); 
Clapper Rail, found in June at Moriches 
Inlet, furthest east on Long Island (Wilcox, 
Elliott); Prairie Horned Lark, increasingly 
abundant, spreading eastward into Suffolk 
County; Bobolink, increasing on Long 
Island, and Seaside Sparrow breeding as far 
east as Moriches Inlet for the first time since 
1930 (Elliott).—Rosert Arsis, Jr., Wood- 
mere, L. I., ALFRED E. Eynon, Newark, N. J. 


Philadelphia Region.—The first half of 
the period from April 15 to June 15 averaged 
abnormally cold and wet; the last half was 
about normal. 
Because of the 
unseasonable 

AS weather almost 
Mb. until mid-May, 
the migration 
..| was as unexpect- 
eta edly different as 
Det) Atlantic the weather. 
Students reported 
the normally late migrants appearing among 
or before normally early ones. Migration 
reached its peak on May 17 and ended 
abruptly on May 20. 

Birds reported under normal numbers were 
Hermit Thrush, Phoebe, Catbird, Towhee 
and Swamp Sparrow. Reported above 
normal numbers were Black-billed Cuckoo, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Kingbird, Nash- 
ville Warbler and White-crowned Sparrow. 
Many of the last species mentioned were 
singing. 

Bald Eagle nest investigation, conducted 
by Gillespie, Beck, Schmid and others dur- 
ing April and May, resulted as follows: 
Southern New Jersey, 7 nests, 3 deserted, 3 
with 2 young, 1 with 1 young; Delaware, 
4 nests, 1 deserted, 2 with 2 young, 1 with 
1 young; southeastern Pennsylvania, 1 nest 
with 3 young; northern Maryland, 1 nest 
with 3 young. 

Cape May County Tern and Skimmer 
colonies seem to have had a good sta't. 
Largest Common Tern colony, 450 bir:'s; 
largest Skimmer colony, 300 birds. Many 
Least Terns are nesting on shoulders of nw 
Sea Gull Highway recently opened to 
trafic (Bender). 
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THE SEASON 


Photo by Allan D. Cruickshank 


A GREAT FLIGHT OF SPRING PHALAROPES was observed along the Atlantic coast 
following a northeast storm. The Northern Phalarope, shown here, appeared to outnumber 
the Red at most points. 


During May the usual horde of shore birds 
passed northward along the New Jersey 
coast. Among them a number of rarities was 
observed: Stone Harbor, N. J., May 11, 
Marbled Godwit, 1 (Starr and Clark); 
Holgate, N. J., May 19, Baird’s Sandpiper, 
1, Wilson’s Plover, 2; Tuckerton, N. J., 
May 19, Oyster-catcher, 2, Golden Plover, 1 
Edwards, et al.); Beach Haven, N. J., May 
11, Purple Sandpiper, 5 (Seeley); Tuckerton, 
N. J., May 18, Curlew Sandpiper (Fleisher). 


Following a northeast storm the last part 
of May, Northern and Red Phalaropes ap- 
peared in numbers along the New Jersey 
co The latest record for the Northern 


Pha arope was Cape May, N. J., June 2 
Newman and Miller). 

Gambel’s Sparrow, trapped April 16 
anc carefully examined at Lititz, Pa. (Bom- 
ber <r), appears to be the first state record. 

Harlequin Duck was first observed near 
Rei »both, Del., March 31 (Hill) and was 
sti! present May 5 (Miller et a/.). This is 


apparently the second record for this state. 

Other records of interest: Beverly, N. J., 
June 1, Leach’s Petrel, 1 (Street); Ambler, 
Pa., May 19, Yellow-crowned Night Heron, 
1 (Charles Platt, Jr.); Chestnut Hill, Pa., 
May 18, Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1 (Clark); 
Margate, N. J., May 14, many migrants, 30 
species including Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(Miss C. H. Arnold); Longport, N. J., April 
21, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1, Kingbird, 1, 
Pine Warbler, 1, Catbird, 1, all feeding on 
insects attracted by piles of decaying clams 
CE. and Q. Kramer); Princeton, N. J., May 
9, Lincoln's Sparrow, 1 (Worth); Palmyra, 
N. J., June 12, Prairie Horned Lark, 2 
(Reimann and Collopy); Fort Mifflin, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., June 9, Upland Plover, adults 
and 3 downy young (Burke); Fox Chase, Pa., 
May 6, Prothonotary Warbler, 1 (Parry); 
off shore, Cape May, N. J., June 2, Sooty 
Shearwater, 8, Wilson's Petrel, 40, Parasitic 
Jaeger, 1 (Lindauer et al.).—Juuian K. 
Porter, Collingswood, N. J. 
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Washington (D. C.) Region.—In the 
Washington region, the months of both 
April and May were relatively cool without 


excessive temper- 

—__ eg on me 
wy time of year, an 

ba showers were fre- 
quent, although 

{| there was little 

a heavy rainfall. 


o- 
wasrungrom > 
D.c 5 


ities 


= 


O) 
Ay fy é 
‘) kh Migratory 
del movements in 
i general were re- 
Ly tarded, in some 
7m af cases to a con- 
&4,, Om a« > 


Ms, SSR | siderable extent, 
<= ve ’ 
: affecting both the 


arrival and de- 
parture of migrants. The same weather 
conditions also seem to have held back the 
breeding of some of the species, such as the 
Starling and Robin, which seemed about 
two weeks late in the vicinity of Baltimore, 
according to reports from Hervey Brackbill. 
Some birds, such as the House Wren, were 
late in arriving. Others that do not spend 
the summer here remained later than usual- 
for example, the Winter Wren observed on 
April 29, at Dyke, Va., by A. M. Jenkins, 
and the pair of Ruddy Ducks noted by the 
same observer on May 26 at the Delacarlia 
Reservoir, close to the boundary line of the 
District of Columbia, and near the Potomac 
River. Rather late dates for the Greater 
Scaup (May 17) and Buffle-head (May 5) 
were reported from Baltimore by Mr. 
Brackbill 

As evidence that there seem to be ex- 
ceptions to any general rule, Mr. Brackbill 
reports that the Barn Swallow reversed the 
tendency by appearing at Baltimore on 
April 6, nearly a week earlier than the 
average for even the District of Columbia. 

The Black-crowned Night Heron still 
frequents the trees in the National Zo6- 
logical Park, near the cage in which captive 
birds of the same species are confined. 

An interesting record for the city of 
Washington is that of a Short-eared Owl, 
seen on April 16 by A. Laurence Curl near 
a power plant in the southwestern section 
of the city. The Caspian Tern was seen on 
the Tidal Basin along the Potomac River 
on April 26 by P. A. DuMont. W. H. 
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Lawrence reported the Prothonotary Wa 
bler at Seneca, Md., on May 11 and 19, a: 
A. M. Jenkins noted the Golden-wing 
Warbler, one of the rarer species of Warbler 
about Washington, at Sycamore Island, on 
May 5. W. H. Lawrence also reports that a 
Mourning Warbler, captured by a cat in the 
northern part of the city of Washington on 
May 17, was rescued from its captor and re- 
leased, apparently little or not at all the 
worse for its experience. Another individual 
of this rare District of Columbia Warbler 
was seen by A. M. Jenkins, at Dyke, Va., 
on May 18. At Baltimore, Hervey Brack- 
bill reports that the Song Sparrow and 
Killdeer, and, apparently, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker, are less numerous than they 
were last year. The Catbird, however, has 
apparently increased in numbers in that 
locality. In the Seneca region of Maryland, 
W. H. Lawrence reported that the Purple 
Grackles were unusually numerous, and in 
one flock he saw as many as 2000. 

At Baltimore, Mr. Brackbill noted the 
first young Cardinals, just out of the nest on 
May 18, and the first young Purple Grackle 
shifting for itself on May 19, both rather 
late dates for first appearances. He also 
noted a Robin constructing a nest for its 
second brood on May 25. W. H. Lawrence 
saw young Southern Robins ready to leave 
the nest at Washington on May 19. A. M. 
Jenkins reported that, at the Delacarlia 
Reservoir, the Red-bellied Woodpecker and 
Baltimore Oriole were both nesting on 
May 26. W. H. Lawrence reported a Brown 
Thrasher’s nest with eggs at Washington 
on May 19. Other nests reported by him 
comprise a Mourning Dove's nest, con- 
taining eggs, on May 14, at Seneca; another 
at Laytonsville, Md., on May 12; the nest 
of a Crow, containing well-fledged young, 
on May 19; a Barn Owl's nest with eggs at 
Laytonsville, Md., on May 12 and 19: a 
Red-tailed Hawk's nest with eggs at Lay- 
tonsville, on April 7; a Red-shouldered 
Hawk's nest at Seneca, presumably con- 
taining eggs; and a Barred Owl's nest, in 
Rock Creek Park at Washington, on A) ril 
14, which was not examined. The same 
observer saw a pair of White-breasted \ ut- 
hatches building their nest, on April 7. at 
Laytonsville, Md.—Harry C. OserHot 8, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D 
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Carolina Region.—Shore birds were 
sundant in migration May 6-23, and by June 
) were getting rather scarce. Pea Island had 


sa = 2 White- 
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Royal Terns were reported as not nesting 
at Cape Romain, S. C. (DuPre) but increasing 
at Pea Island, which had 1000 eggs on 
June 10, as against 16 last year. Least Tern 
nesting May 25 at Pea Island; Common 
Tern next day; Gull-billed Tern with young 
on June 12; Caspian Tern at Pea Island, 
May 4; Roseate Terns, May 15-21; Black 
Tern, May 23. Black Skimmers had only 
two nests at Cape Romain in mid-June and 
had been scarce at Charleston (Chamberlain); 
Pea Island had its usual number nesting by 
June 8. 

Last Geese at Charleston, May 1, but a 
few summer at Pea Island, Back Bay and 
Mattamuskeet. Young Black Ducks at 
Pea Island, May 27; Gadwall nest with eggs, 
June 6; Blue-winged Teal nest with eggs, 
June 9, also male Golden-eye on June 14. 
Young Wood Ducks at Mattamuskeet on 
June 13 (Johnson). 

Great Black-backed Gulls in immature 
plumage at Pea Island on May 26; last Bona- 
parte’s Gull at Cape Henry (Reed), June 12; 
Laughing Gulls nesting commoniy at Pea 
Island May 26, still mating at Cape Henry. 
Black-necked Stilts scattered throughout 
the coastal region, Cape Romain had several 

n May 25, and a dozen on June 15, formerly 
ly accidental there, now rare summer 

visitor and scarce breeder, also reported on 

May 9 from Back Bay (Bailey and English). 

\vocet at Cape Romain, May 20, and two 
lers near-by. 

Brown Pelicans usually uncommon north 

Hatteras, but this year Pea Island has 

wrted many and Back Bay had 4 on 
il 12, while there were 90 nests near 
itleston. Northern Phalaropes fairly 
1mon at Pea Island, May 4-31. Wilson's 
larope at Bull’s Island, May 4 (Mrs. 
int); Swallow-tailed Kite, Charleston, 
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April 21, and White Ibis nesting there, 
May 14; 2 Glossy Ibis at Southport, May 17 
(Bragaw and Thompson). Meadowlarks 
and House Wrens common at Cape Henry 
in late May. Herons reported late in moving 
north of Charleston. Only Florida Gal- 
linule was at Cape Henry, April 30. First 
Painted Bunting at Charleston on April 18. 

Turning inland we find the first Black- 
poll Warblers at Raleigh on April 14 (Bost- 
ian); Barn Swallows at Winston (W. Ander- 
son), and Hummingbird at Raleigh on 
April 16; House Wren at Winston, and 
Nighthawk at Charleston next day; Sum- 
mer Tanager at Winston on April 20, and 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak next day; Scarlet 
Tanager and Cape May Warbler at Columbia 
(Charles) on April 19; Yellow Warbler, 
Raleigh, April 25, Worm-eating Warbler, 
Winston, next day. House Wren nesting at 
Henderson, April 27; Bobolinks at Terra 
Ceia on April 30 (Wray). 

On May 1, at Rocky Mount, Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Black- 
throated Green, Black-throated Blue, and 
Blue-winged Warblers, Scarlet Tanager and 
Blue Grosbeak, also two broods of young 
Wood Ducks and four nests of Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron (Craighill), while on 
April 28 at Elkin, White-crowned Sparrow, 
first Chat and last Junco were noted (Ho- 
dell). Rose-breasted Grosbeak also seen at 
Henderson and Greensboro, May 5, and 
Raleigh, May 7. At Chapel Hill on May 4, 
Bank and Cliff Swallows, Golden-winged, 
Cape May and Magnolia Warblers, Veery 
and Olive-backed Thrush, and among late 
winter birds, Purple Finches, Marsh Hawk, 
Wilson's Snipe, Yellow Palm Warbler, and 
some Cowbirds (T. Odum ef a/.). Next day, 
at Raleigh, Primrose noted 3 Golden-winged 
Warblers, Chestnut-sided Warbler and In- 
digo Buntings. On May 7, a late Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker at Raleigh, also Savannah 
and Swamp Sparrows. Late Song Sparrows 
reported from Washington, May 5, and 
Henderson, May 10. Wilson's Warbler at 
Raleigh, May 10 (Wray) and again on 13th 
(Primrose), and last Black-throated Blue 
Warbler next day. At Davidson, on May 12, 
Blackburnian and Canada Warblers, Bobo- 
links and Barn Swallows (E. E. Brown). 
At Winston the day before, Magnolia 
Warbler, Baltimore Oriole and Yellow-billed 
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Cuckoo. Chestnut-sided and Myrtle Warbler 
and very late Ruby-crowned Kinglet on 
May 13 at Raleigh (Primrose). Gray- 
cheeked Thrush at Statesville on May 13 
(Grace Anderson). Last White-throated 
Sparrow at Columbia, S. C., on May 9, at 
Raleigh on the 19th. Mourning Warbler at 
Spartanburg, S. C., noted by Gabriel Cannon 
on May 24 and 25. 

In the mountains, Mrs. Grinnell noted her 
first Whip-poor-will on April 16; Parula 
Warbler and Oven-bird next day; Black- 
burnian and Blue-winged Warblers on the 
18th, and Hummingbird on the 24th; Scarlet 
Tanager and Kentucky Warbler next day; 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak and last Junco on 
27th and Golden-winged Warbler on 30th. 
Cape May and Chestnut-sided Warblers, 
May 1, and Black-polls next day. Least 
Flycatcher on May 5. Twenty-two kinds of 
Warblers seen in Roscraggon Wood on 
May 6; Blue Grosbeak on the 10th; Ruffed 
Grouse with young on the 19th; Cape May 
and Myrtle Warblers, same day; Veery on 
the 25th; last White-throated Sparrows, 
June 2. Nests of Wood Thrush, Wood 
Pewee, and Kentucky Warbler on June 15.— 
J. H. Grey, Jr. and C. S. Brimtey, Raleigh, 
N.C. 


Pensacola (Fla.) Region.—The inclem- 
ent weather of the preceding period con- 
tinued through April. May was cool and 
dry. Heavy rains 
in the last few days 


of the period did 


Pensaco/a region 
Florida 


, rs some damage to 

\ Ly \“e~ | roads and culverts 

Myo oof’ | and undoubtedly 

ane affected ground- 

go (_ | nesting birds to 
/--| some extent. 


In spite of the 
— Gulf of Mexico) Arty weather of 
May, enough water 
remained in the roadside ponds to round out 
a normal season for Solitary Sandpipers and 
Lesser Yellow-legs, both of which were pres- 
ent in better numbers than for some years. A 
Solitary Sandpiper, seen on June 8, was 
much later than ever before recorded. 
A chilly, windy spell on April 19-21 
halted a tremendous flight of small migrants, 
and the whole coastal region, including city 
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parks and gardens, swarmed with them 
The abundant species were Orchard Oriole 
Summer Tanager, and White-eyed and Red 
eyed Vireos; Indigo Bunting and Myrtle 
Warbler were common; a few Black and 
White and Hooded Warblers and Olive 
backed Thrushes were present; and the 
rarities were 2 Worm-eating Warblers, a pair 
of Chestnut-sided Warblers, a Prairie War 
bler, the latest Orange-crowned Warblers 
ever known, a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and 
a Painted Bunting. Painted Buntings ap 
peared again on April 29, when one was 
brought to me for identification with the 
statement that it had been one of a ‘flock.’ 

Other arrivals include: Semipalmated 
Plover and Semipalmated Sandpiper, April 
20; Least Tern, April 26; Cabot’s Tern, 
April 28; Yellow-breasted Chat (rare), 
May 4; Black Tern, May 19; and Black-billed 
Cuckoo (the only one in many years), June 1. 
Blue Grosbeak (very rare), first reported in 
the preceding period, appeared again on 
April 27 and 28. 

Perhaps because of the long-continued 
cool weather, several species stayed later 
than ever before recorded. Mrs. A. L. Whig- 
ham, Century, Fla., reported the Cowbird 
up to April 20; Phoebe, April 22 (10 days 
later than ever before); Dickcissel, April 29 
(equaling its previous latest); and Scarlet 
Tanager, May 15. My own notes show: 
Savannah Sparrow, May 2 (equaling its 
previous latest); Marsh Hawk, May 11; 
and Greater Yellow-legs, May 19. Other 
departure dates, much later than average, 
include: Palm Warbler, April 20; House 
Wren, April 21 (A. Sheppard); Upland 
Plover, May 4 (F. Bray); Myrtle Warbler, 
May 6 (Mrs. Whigham); White-throated 
Sparrow, May 10 (Mrs. Whigham); Coor, 
May 19; Barn Swallow, May 26; Cedar Wax- 
wing, May 27 (Mrs. Whigham); and Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper, June 1. Mrs. Whiz- 
ham's wintering flock of Purple Finches, 
numbering 300 birds during the preceding 
period, dwindled rapidly and finally dis- 
appeared on April 22. 

An unusual sight on May 26 was a ‘floc!.’ 
of Mississippi Kites (10 by count) engag« 
in aérial evolutions over the Escambia Riv 
marshes. 

The first eggs of the Cuban Snowy Plov 
were found on April 28, and of the Lea 
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Tern on May 19. The latest nesting of the 
Bald Eagle I have ever known was noted on 
April 28 when a young bird, not yet able to 
fly, was found in the nest. The surprise of 
the season was the discovery on May 5 of a 
colony of about 25 nests of the Ward's 
Heron. The nests are well up in the tops of 
pine trees in a swampy area on the Army 
Reservation where, presumably, they are 
safe from persecution. Perhaps because of 
the extreme inclemency of the early part of 
the season, this colony was far less ad- 
vanced in development than would be ex- 
pected, for many of the nests were still oc- 
cupied by incubating birds on May 19, and 
only a few contained young birds large 
enough for me to see from the ground. A 
Little Blue Heron colony of long standing— 
estimated a few years ago to comprise 700 
nests—was not occupied this season. The 
reason for abandonment seems to have been 
some ecological change that is not imme- 
diately apparent, and was almost certainly 
not because of persecution. A Yellow- 
breasted Chat, a species suspected but not 
definitely known to nest in this region, was 
reported from extreme southern Alabama on 


June 2 CH. M. Stevenson, Jr.). The Chipping 


Sparrow, another species suspected of nest- 
ing here, appeared in three widely separa- 
ted areas long after its usual date of de- 
parture: single birds in full song were seen 
by me on April 28 and May 26 and one was 
reported from Alabama by Stevenson on 


June 3.—Francits M. Weston, 2006 E. 


Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


Put-in-Bay (Ohio) Region.—The migra- 
tion season just past proved to be one of 
more than average interest. Records from 


many observers, 
ie scattered over the 


andl greater part of 
the state, seldom 
combine to form 
a consistent pic- 
ture, but the 
abundant data at 
“ f hand for the 1940 
oe | spring migration 
w do support some 
neralizations. The most obvious of these 
that the dates of arrival for the great 
jority of species were late. A. H. Claugus 
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has submitted a summary covering central 
Ohio which shows that 59 of the 75 passer- 
ine species considered arrived on later than 
normal dates. 

It is also quite evident that the migration 
did not proceed at anything like an even 
pace but that there were, on the contrary, 
rather long periods of little movement fol- 
lowed by conspicuous ‘waves,’ or ‘rushes.’ 
The most striking illustration of this oc- 
curred on April 29 and 30 (which was not a 
week-end!) after a ten-day period of only 
desultory migration. At Columbus (Clau- 
gus), Canton (Ball) and at Put-in-Bay there 
were many new arrivals on these days, which 
were the first since April 15 on which temp- 
eratures above normal were recorded. 
Another similar movement on May 6 and 7 
was noted at several stations, again cor- 
related with warm weather following decid- 
edly subnormal temperatures. As an illustra- 
tion of the rapid changes in bird populations 
that occurred during these periods of maxi- 
mum migratory activity, a small brushy 
area at Put-in-Bay fairly swarmed with 
Sparrows and Warblers on the morning of 
May 6. It was estimated that there were no 
less than 200 White-throats, 70 White- 
crowns and 60 Chipping Sparrows present. 
On the following morning a careful search 
of the area failed to reveal a single White- 
throat or White-crown, and only 8 Chipping 
Sparrows were present. 

During the third week of May there were 
several days of heavy migration, and by 
May 21 the retardation which had char- 
acterized the entire spring migration was no 
longer apparent. The latter part of May 
presented almost a normal picture, although 
a few observers found some migration as 
late as June 2. On this date there were small 
flights of Blue Jays and of Nighthawks 
across Lake Erie at Put-in-Bay, Wilson's 
Warbler was seen at Yellow Springs (Burr), 
and an Olive-sided Flycatcher at Leetonia 
(Stewart). There was a flight of some 
magnitude over the city of Columbus the 
night of May 31 according to Claugus, who 
counted 357 call notes in an hour, including 
Thrushes, Warblers, Sparrows, and shore 
birds. 

The crest of the spring movement pro- 
duced rather more than the usual quota of 
rarities. Among these are notable cases of 
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species that seem to have overstepped their 
normal breeding range in southern Ohio: 
Kentucky Warblers were seen at Youngs- 
town on May 23 (McLaughlin), at Welling- 
ton on May 19 (Mr. and Mrs. Clisby, re- 
ported by Aldrich), and at Marblehead on 
May 26 (Lynds Jones). The Worm-eating 
Warbler was also reported from Wellington 
on May 19 (Clisby); White-eyed Vireo near 
Toledo, June 3 (Campbell); and Summer 
Tanager at Cleveland, May 6 (Mr. and Mrs. 
Good, J. W. Aldrich). A Snowy Egret, seen 
near Baybridge on May 18 and 19 by Thomas, 
Claugus and others, may represent a non- 
breeding individual. 

Only the briefest mention can be made of 
many interesting records: 


Horned Grebe: Apparently rare this spring; absent 
from many reports. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Guilford Lake, May 5 


(Baker and Stewart). 


Yellow-crowned Night Heron: Toledo, May 5 
(Campbell and Stophlet). 
Black-crowned Night Heron: Nimisilla Lake near 


Cuyahoga Falls, June 1 (G. A. Smith). 

European Widgeon: A pair near Toledo on April 25 
(Campbell), and at Pymatuning Lake on April 27 
(Morse, McLaughlin). 

White-winged Scoter: One on temporary pool near 
Canal Winchester on April 28 (Rea); 1 at Put-in- 
Bay on June 4 (N. Marshall). 

Yellow Rail: One taken at Austinburg on May 12 
(Braund, Aldrich). 

Western Willet: Near Toledo on April 25 (Anderson) 
and on May 5 (Campbell). 

Knot: Little Cedar Point, near Toledo, on May 26 
(Stearns, Campbell). 

Dowitcher: Near Baybridge on May 18 (Claugus). 

Sanderling: Guilford Lake on May 12 (Baker). 

Golden Plover: An unusually large flight—about 
1000 at a temporary pond in Madison County on 
April 24-26 (Thomas); an estimated 6000 seen in a 
s-mile drive north and west of Bowling Green on 
May 10 (Reese, Thomas); the easternmost sta- 
tions represented in reports at hand are Canal 
Winchester on April 28 (Rea), and Buckeye Lake 
on April 22 (Claugus); the last date, May 25, a 
single bird in Marion County (Thomas). 


Brewster's Warbler: Columbus on May 14-18 
(Thomas, Rea, Claugus). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: A male, near Bono in 


eastern Lucas County on May 
(Stearns, Campbell). 

Brewer's Blackbird: A flock of 25 near Reno, Lucas 
County on April 25 (Anderson, Campbell). 

Western Meadowlark: May 9 to June 9, west of 
Toledo (Mr. and Mrs. Hamlin, Campbell). 

Evening Grosbeak: Near Toledo on May 1g (Stearns, 
Campbell). 

Lark Sparrow: Near Cleveland on May 5 (Bohn, 
Aldrich); near Wingfoot Lake on May 12 (G. A. 
Smith). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Cleveland on 
Aldrich). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Much commoner than usual 
at several localities, notably at Canton (Ball), 
Dayton (Blincoe) and at Put-in-Bay. 

White-winged Crossbill: A straggler seen at a nursery 
west of Toledo on April 24 (Anderson, Campbell). 


30 to June 10 


May 13 


(Gade, 
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—C. F. Warxer, Stone Laboratory, Put-in 
Bay, Ohio. 


Minnesota Region.—The spring, o 
the whole, has continued colder than usua 
and vegetation, both wild and cultivated 


was delayed 

week or ten day: 

a ed Morning ten 
Minnesota peratures nort! 


ward were be 

low freezing al- 

= most every day 

in April, and a 

general snowfa!! 

re occurred on May 

Day over much 

of the state. In 

May there were 

5 nights below freezing at Bemidji and 

farther north. Lake of the Woods was still 

ice-bound on May 8 and ice was present in 

the Duluth Harbor on May 10. Warmer 

weather came with June and more than 

normal rainfall, so that lakes and streams 

are now full and the delayed vegetation has 

shot ahead until it is at this date exception- 
ally luxuriant. 

In regard to the later migration, experi- 
ences differ rather widely with different 
localities visited. The 14 spring field trips 
of the University bird class in the vicinity 
of Minneapolis averaged about 130 species, 
which is usual, but there was no great 
abundance of birds and no marked ‘waves.’ 
There was a scarcity of Sparrows as a group, 
and several species, notably the White- 
crowned and Harris's, were missed entirely. 
Contrasted with this was the report from 
Miss Jilson, for May 16-29, from Frontenac, 
75 miles south of Minneapolis in the valley 
of the Mississippi River. Miss Jilson writes: 
‘This is my largest spring list (145). The 
weather was cool most of the time. The 
16th, 17th, and 18th were the ‘Warbler 
days’; in fact, some of the best days I have 
ever seen. There were great quantities 10 
great variety (26 species), especially on thes 
days, but at no time was it difficult to fin 
many in the woods."’ Then she adds, *‘A 
immense flock of Cliff Swallows came on t! 
17th—§00 or more. I had my first Fronten: 
record of the White-rumped Sandpiper « 
the 17th and 3 Hudsonian Curlews wet 
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en on the 25th. There were few Sparrows 
f any kind.”’ 

The following items are of special interest: 
\n Arctic or White Gyrfalcon was taken in 
Roseau County, February 17, 1940, and 
preserved in the collection of P. O. Fryk- 
lund. Three Red-throated Loons were seen 
by Dr. Olga Lakela at Duluth on April 30, 
4 Glaucous Gulls on April 25, and a Western 
Grebe on June 2. 

From Duluth, Dr. Lakela also reported 
Piping Plover, Holboell’s and Horned 
Grebes and young Horned Larks on April 
25; Swans feeding in St. Louis Bay close by 
the draw on May 6; a Knot on May 31; and 
Black-bellied Plover on June 2. 

Many Whistling Swans passed through 
Minnesota this spring. A flock of 100 was 
seen in the Lake Traverse region on April 6 
by Warden Klawon and later in the month 
a large flock remained in the vicinity of 
Minneapolis for a week or so. 

Several Northern Phalaropes, seen at 
Minneapolis on May 20 in company with 
Wilson's and a group of other shore birds, 
were unusual in the eastern part of the state; 
70 or more Golden Plover feeding on a 
flooded field on April 21; a flock of 50 Lap- 
land Longspurs in spring plumage, May 10 
Milton Thompson); an Oven-bird and a 
Veery on April 30 (Mrs. E. C. Killiner), and 
a Palm Warbler on April 24 (Berthel) were 
early dates. 

A gathering of 1000 Pelicans at Heron 
Lake on May 5 was reported by James P. 
Mahony. 

In the last article a record of a Brown 
Thrasher passing the winter of 1939-40 at 
Fairmont, Martin County, was stated to be 
the first of its kind. It now appears that 
two Thrashers survived the winters of 1938- 
39 and 1939-40 near the University Farm 
School (Mrs. Killiner). 

The following items are from the spring 

cord of Mrs. C. E. Peterson, of Madison, 
Minn.: April 22, Franklin’s Gull, Arctic 
owhee; 28th, Harris’s Sparrow; 29th, 
Vhite-crowned Sparrow; May 1, ground 
»vered with snow; 4th, Forster's Tern, 
tkansas Kingbird; 5th, dust storm; 19th, 
rge flock Golden Plover near Bellingham. 

Tuos. S. Rosperts, Museum of Natural 

istory, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 

inn. 
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Northern Great Plains Region.—This 
spring has been a favorable one for the bird 
observer. There have been no outstand- 
| Ticdare Gros? Place regent, | 08 cold spells 

----4+ or heat waves, 
nor have there 
3| been many of 
| the usual ter- 
rific spring 
winds. Precipi- 
mye Paden | tation has beer 

about normal, 
or slightly above in some localities. 

There were but few Loon records, with 
May 1, Lower Souris, the earliest. A few 
Loons still nest in the Turtle Mountains. 
The Grebes nest abundantly over most of the 
northern prairie country, while some 
marshes, such as the Lower Souris, furnish 
nesting grounds for five species, i.e., Hol- 
boell’s, Horned, Eared, Western, and Pied- 
billed. 

Cormorants were first noted in this 
region on April 18 on the Waubay Refuge 
(Ambrosen), where 106 nests were later 
found. The first young hatched on May 23. 
Cormorants started nesting on the Upper 
Souris (Dart) this year, building their nests 
in trees. A Green Heron was observed at 
Brookings (Van Epps) on May 11. 

Although the Canada Goose once nested 
abundantly in this region, few, if any, breed 
here naturally any more. The Goose restora- 
tion project on the Lower Souris Refuge has 
yielded results, and the nests of two pairs of 
full-winged Canada Geese were discovered 
on the marshes this spring. In general, the 
adult Duck supply in this region during 
late spring seems to be slightly below 
that of 1939. 

There are definitely less Mallards on 
some of the areas, although most of the 
other Ducks show little, if any, decrease. 
Ducks found nesting in the region this spring 
in approximately the order of their abun- 
dance are: Blue-winged Teal, Pintail, 
Shoveller, Gadwall, Mallard, Redhead, 
Baldpate, Ruddy Duck, Canvas-back, Green- 
winged Teal, Scaup, American Golden-eye, 
Hooded Merganser, and White-winged 
Scoter. Other Ducks observed but not found 
nesting are: Buffle-head, Ring-neck, Black, 
American Merganser, and Red-breasted 
Merganser. The hatching of young Ducks 
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is just getting well under way and ic is still 
too early to foretell the final result. 

In the Black Hills, on June 15, Van Epps 
found a nesting pair of Golden Eagles. Oc- 
casional Duck Hawks have been noted on 
Lower Souris, and a Goshawk on April 17. 
Bob-white at Brandt, May 27 (Peterson). 
Despite the cold winter in the South, there 
appears to be no scarcity of Wilson's Snipe 
in this region. Long-billed Curlews in the 
Black Hills (Van Epps), June 6. On Lower 
Souris: Piping Plover, 1, May 6; Ruddy 
Turnstone, 8, May 28; Hudsonian Godwit, 
1, May 18; Northern Phalarope, 50, May 18. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 20, at Tower City, 
May 17 (Preston). In general, the shore- 
bird flight was very good. There has been 
no apparent decrease in Mourning Doves. 
On the Waubay Refuge, Ambrosen reports 
that many Screech Owls are nesting in the 
boxes put up for hole-nesting Ducks. A nest 
of Long-eared Owls with young on Lower 
Souris, June 11. Chimney Swift at Brook- 
ings, May 6, and White-throated Swift in 
Black Hills, June 11 (Van Epps). Olive- 
sided Flycatchers were fairly common in the 
Turtle Mountains on May 26, and one 
Crested Flycatcher was noted (Low, Dart, 
Henry). A Crested Flycatcher at Brookings, 
May 18 (Van Epps), who also reports a 
Dipper in the Black Hills, June 13. Rock 
Wren at Minot, May 10, and 2 on June 5 
(Stine). Stevens, at Fargo, reports Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes unusually common. Am- 
erican Pipits at Tower City, May 4 (Pres- 
ton). The only Sprague’s Pipit record was 
for Lower Souris, where they nest. Shrikes 
appear to be very scarce this year. Blue- 
headed Vireo at Lower Souris, May 15 
(Hammond), and at Minot, May 25 (Stine). 
Mountain Bluebird nesting in Black Hills, 
June 11 (Van Epps). 

The Warbler flight this spring was ex- 
ceptionally good, both for numbers and va- 
riety. One wave passed through in mid- 
May, while a second and larger wave oc- 
curred roughly from May 24 to 28. At 
Lower Souris, the following 20 species were 
observed during May in the headquarters 
shrubbery: Black and White, Orange- 
crowned, Tennessee, Yellow, Magnolia, 
Cape May, Myrtle, Black-throated Green, 
Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Bay-breasted, 
Black-poll, Palm, Oven-bird, Water-Thrush, 
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Mourning, Northern Yellow-throat, Wil- 
son's, Canada, and Redstart. Nashville 
Warbler, 2, at Minot, May 12 (Stine). 
Canada Warbler at Bottineau, May 19 
(Street). Chestnut-sided Warbler, Tower 
City, May 26 (Preston). In the Black Hills: 
Macgillivray’s Warbler observed June 9; 
Yellow-breasted Chat, June 11; Audubon’s 
Warbler nesting, June 8 (Van Epps). One 
Orchard Oriole was reported, May 23, at 
Brookings (Van Epps). A pair of Summer 
Tanagers at Tower City, June 12 (Preston) 
Scarlet Tanager at Brookings, May 18, and 
Western Tanager in the Black Hills, June 11 
(Van Epps). Black-headed Grosbeak in 
Minot, June 5 (Stine). This has proved to be 
another Dickcissel year throughout the 
entire region. One of the outstanding 
features of the season has been the increase 
of Lark Buntings. Where the observer would 
ordinarily see only two or three birds in a 
day of travel, it is not unusual to note be- 
tween 50 and 100. White-winged Junco by 
Van Epps in the Black Hills, June 11. 
McCown’'s Longspur, 1, near Upham, April 
21 (Low), and 3 near Minot, May 12 (Stine). 
—C. J. Henry, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Upham, N. D. 


St. Louis Region.—Through late April 
and up to the end of May, the weather has 
been cool, raw or cold. June opened sud- 
denly hot but 


irs 5, soon dropped 

~ atron| back to a con- 

ie tinuation of the 
oy cool spell inter- 

3 mixed with short 


omits} hot spells and an 
Louis Areg average portion 
ers of rain. The ap- 
RACT 
= parent results 
of this long- 
continued cold spring have been a delayed 
migratory movement with _later-than- 
average arrivals and long overdue departure 
dates in many cases. Comments from ob- 
servers are: Father Link at Marquette State 
Park, Grafton, states that the Warblers 
came through late, Bobolinks much more 
common, but later in arriving by about a 
week; a flock of 200 Black Terns arrived on 
May 15 and remained through the month; 
about 20 Franklin's Gulls appeared on May 
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19 and followed the plow; a Ring-billed 
Gull (late) and what he believed to be Bona- 
parte’s Gulls appeared with the Franklin's 
on the 23d; 7 Pelicans stayed for several 
days. A Warbling Vireo, Baltimore Oriole 
and European Tree Sparrow nested in a 
neighborly way on the same side of a tree. 
Prothonotary Warblers were unusually com- 
mon and nested in every available cranny. 
Bluebirds, which had been so scarce, re- 
appeared late. 

A large white-crowned Heron seen for 
several weeks at Alton Lake, was believed 
to be a Ward's Heron, a bird that does not 
belong here; and a Ring-necked Duck came 
to the park on the extremely late date of 


June 18. Wayne Short, St. Louis, reports a 


Black Tern nesting at the Croche marsh on 
top of a muskrat’s house—the first nesting 
record here for a long period of years. Short 
and Watson saw some Yellow-legs that, due 
to have left by June 1, were at the marshes 
on June 20, and White-rumped Sandpipers 
were seen on May 29, and again on June 11 
and 15. A Wilson's Phalarope was located 
by Dr. Arnold Zempel, this time in the un- 
expected location of a lagoon in Forest Park, 
St. Louis. Also reported by Wayne Short 
was a flock of Long-billed Dowitchers on 
May 3, 1 on the 9th, Red-breasted Mergan- 
sers on the 6th, Golden Plovers on the 12th, 
Black-bellied Plovers on the 20th and again 
on the 22d (Zempel), a single Western Sand- 
piper with a Semipalmated Sandpiper close 
enough to make identification of this 
stranger easier, and an American Egret on 
the very early date of May 3. Two Herring 
Gulls were seen at Alton Lake on May 28 
and June 1, more than two weeks later than 
the previous record. At the same place, 
Miss Lillie Ernst saw 3 Bonaparte’s Gulls 
on May 25. 
H. B. and J. E. Comfort, of Glendale, re- 
port seeing a white Junco on April 14 in 
t. Charles County. Their other rare find 
from the same county was an Arkansas King- 
ird, a casual in Missouri, the only previous 
cord in this region being made by Wayne 
hort two years earlier and within three 
iles from where this year’s bird was seen. 
he Comforts reported that the Warblers 
the Glendale-Webster Groves section 
ere disappointingly late in arriving, mak- 
g their stop-over time shorter, and that 
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the Carolina Wrens, both at Glendale and 
along the regularly patrolled census routes 
at Rankin, were noticeably scarce, although 
they had been plentiful during the winter 
months. In contrast, Bro. Hubert Lewis 
comments on these same birds being plenti- 
ful at Glencoe, 25 miles away. 

George E. Moore, from Meramec State 
Park, at Sullivan, finds Oven-birds and 
Baltimore Orioles very numerous. On May 
19 he discovered an Oven-bird nest contain- 
ing 7 eggs, 3 of them contributed by the 
Cowbird. He removed these, but only 3 of 
the Oven-bird eggs hatched. S. P. Jones, 
Webster Groves, reports that while on a 
visit to the Meramec River near the Rankin 
section, on May 25, he saw a flock of either 
Bonaparte’s or Franklin's Gulls circling 
over the river. People living in the cottages 
there said that the Gulls had been noted 
prior to that date, which was extremely late 
for either of the species. He also reports 
that a tawny colored Wood Thrush, of the 
year before, returned on May 7, mated with 
a dark brown Thrush, partially completed 
one nest and started another from which 
only a single fledgling was eventually 
hatched. The back and tail feathers of this 
odd male bird are slightly more subdued in 
tone, its breast speckled rather than spotted, 
it is a little undersized and the song lacks 
the soft, rich double note of the Wood 
Thrush. Those who have seen it believe it 
may be a hybrid. Another return from last 
year is a dark brown Thrasher without wing- 
bar markings, followed about by a similar 
dark-colored bird on which the wing-bars 
may be traced. 

Culled from a bird report of J. E. Cunning- 
ham, of Kansas City, are the following 
unusual observations: 15 Wilson's Phala- 
ropes with 11 Semipalmated Plovers at Iatan 
Lake, May 4, 18 of the Phalaropes and 25 
Semipalmated Plovers seen the next day at 
Sunshine Lake; a Black-necked Stilt, 2 
Hudsonian Godwits at Big Lake, a few 
Pectorals, Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs 
and among them a big gray Willet, probably 
the western form. On the return trip, 17 
Hudsonian Godwits, 4 Marbled Godwits, 
4 Hudsonian Curlews, 7 White-rumped 
Sandpipers, a Sanderling and a Ruddy Turn- 
stone were observed.—Steriinc P. Jones, 
Webster Groves, Mo. 
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Rio Grande Delta Region.—The 
weather of the period was about average. 
A rainstorm on June 10, accompanied by 
high winds, 


S. Texas did consid- 
©} erable dam- 

RAYMONDVILL é age to trees 

\ and a much 

. greater dam- 

me ie age to nests. 

cS BROWNSeNLE TSABEL As might 
MaTamoros have been 
expected, the 


severe winter, which killed or drove out so 
many species usually remaining in the region 
during that season, was followed by a spring 
that brought a slow and straggling migra- 
tion. Since the writer was able to put in 
only one day each week in the field, it is 
thought the list of ‘first seen’ dates obtained 
is rather meaningless under the circum- 
stances. What is probably of much more 
significance is the list of ‘last seen’ dates. 
Mrs. F. W. Rompf, of Alamo, reported a 
flock of Cedar Waxwings on May 23. This 
is an extreme late date for this species. How- 
ever, numerous other flocks were reported 
during May up to and including the 19th. 
Another remarkable late date was a female 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (or Black- 
chinned seen in Harlingen on June 12. 
Other dates for this list are: May 19, Marsh 
Hawk, Hudsonian Curlew, Wilson's Phala- 
rope, Kingbird, Redstart; May 12, Balti- 
more Oriole, Catbird, Oven-bird; May 5, 
White-fronted Goose, Red-breasted Mer- 
ganser, Arkansas Kingbird; April 28, Snow 
Goose. 

More Shovellers than usual remained for 
the summer at San Martin Lake. And on 
the near-by prairies there are many more 
Long-billed Curlew than were observed at 
this period last year, when very few sum- 
mered. 

A survey of nests made at the end of the 
period disclosed a Beardless Flycatcher in- 
cubating two eggs. By that time many 
young Mexican Crested Flycatchers were 
already out of the nest. Also most of the 
Sennett’s Warblers had by then coaxed their 
young from the well-hidden nests. How- 
ever, White-fronted and White-winged 
Doves were, for the most part, still incubat- 
ing.—L. Irsy Davis, Harlingen, Texas. 
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San Francisco Region.—Over most o: 
the area the spring has been quite cool 
with several rains. This kept the hills and 
fields green later 
iiiiaad “o@ j than usual and the 


high growth ot 


grasses contrasted 
Ve RKELLY 


with the sparseness 
OAKLAND of a year ago. 
ae 
\ iy yoac 


Bird activities 
however, pro 
gressed without in 


weather, although 
many species still 
a showed effects of 
the preceding un 
dry season that was so pro 


pur - / Os 


favorably 
longed. 

Even in a year of normal advance, how 
ever, it is striking that the great topo 
graphic diversity in the region results in 
such varied bird populations that a summary 
must deal with single species and with 
designated, separate dates and places. 

Departure of only a few kinds of winter 
ing birds was recorded for this period. Last 
records: Red-breasted Sapsucker, Hastings 
Reservation, April 16 (Linsdale); Robin, 
Hastings Reservation, April 30 (L.); Hermit 
Thrush, Berkeley, April 16 (Allen); Pipit, 
Berkeley Aquatic Park, April 21 (Nichols); 
Cedar Waxwing, Davis, large flocks until 
May 29 (Emlen); Audubon’s Warbler, 
Berkeley, April 16 (A.), Saranap, April 30 
(A.), Lake County, May 10 (A.), Olema, 
May 20 (Parmenters); Townsend's Warbler. 
Davis, noted May 1 and 14 (E.); Golden 
crowned Sparrow, Oakland, April 20 
(Seibert). 

Meager evidence of migration among land 
birds is here listed with the few arrivals o! 
summer residents detected after April 15 
Vaux's Swift, Hastings Reservation, May ( 
(L.); Wood Pewee, Hastings Reservation 
April 16 (L.); Russet-backed Thrush, Berke 
ley, April 25 (A.) and 27 (Kelly); Calavera 
Warbler, Hastings Reservation, April 1¢ 
and 30 (L.); Yellow Warbler, Berkeley 
April 27 (K.); Long-tailed Chat, Hasting 
Reservation, May 3 (L.); Western Tanager 
Hastings Reservation, April 30 and May 
(L.), Boulder Creek, April 27 (A.), Berkeley 
May 1 and 3 (A.). 


terruption from the 


THE 


Many nests containing eggs and young 
were discovered in May in the lower San 
Joaquin Valley by Pulich. On May 4, near 
Stockton, he found dead nestlings of Mock- 
ingbirds and Blackbirds kille?, he thought, 
by rain of the previous night. Other re- 
ported nestings: Sharp-shinned Hawk, Oak- 
land hills, nest with one egg, June 1 
Seibert); Western Flycatcher, Contra Costa 
County, nest complete but empty on May 14 

\.); Olive-sided Flycatcher, Oakland hills, 
nest with 3 eggs, June 9 (S.); Brown Creeper, 
Oakland hills, 5 young ready to leave nest 
on June 1 (S.); House Wren, Berkeley, first 
brood and female missing on May 23, new 
mate appeared and nest was begun on May 31 

\.); Mockingbird, East Oakland, young 
just out of nest on May 15 (S.); Robin, nest- 
ing this year for first time at Gilroy and 
Boulder Creek (Silliman); Russet-backed 
Thrush, Boulder Creek, gathering nesting 
material on May 26 (A.); Warbling Vireo, 
Boulder Creek, young out of nest on May 28 

A.); Lutescent Warbler, Berkeley, young 
out of nest on May 8 (A.); Red-wing, 
Berkeley Aquatic Park, one just out of nest 
on April 27 (N.). 

More than in ordinary years, kinds of 
birds have been detected at places where 
they are not often seen or at times worthy 
of mention here. Examples: Osprey, Salt 
Spring Valley, April 28 (Pulich); Band- 
tailed Pigeon, Bolinas Bay, 3 on May 7 
Parmenters); California Woodpecker, 
Golden Gate Park, May 3 (Heyneman); 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Presidio, San Fran- 
cisco, May 31 (Greenhood); California Jay, 
Golden Gate Park, May 19, first in years 
Stephens); Phainopepla, Woodside, June 
13 (P.); Bullock’s Oriole, Bodega Bay, June 
7 (P.); Cowbird, Golden Gate Park, pair on 
May 16 (Werner) and June 2 (S.); Western 
Tanager, Davis, 2 singing on May 29 (E.); 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Golden Gate Park, 
May 3 CH.) and May 19 (S.), Lincoln Park, 
San Francisco, May 27, Olema, May 7, 
Lasunitas Canyon, May 20, Fallon, June 7 

Lawrence's Goldfinch, pair singing 
sourheast of Knight’s Landing, May 15 (E.); 
C pping Sparrow, Davis, pair remained 
though May CE.). 

‘table mention of aquatic birds in the 
ts includes the following: Sooty Shear- 
r, southwest of Monterey, 20,000 on 
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May 23 (Emerson and Peterson), Thornton, 
about 500 on May 27 (Parmenters), Mussel 
Rock, 1000 on June 13 (P.); White Pelican, 
wet lands east of Woodland, about 30 re- 
mained through May (E.), Tulare Lake, 
flocks in June (R. A. Wilson); Brown 
Pelican, again failed to complete nesting at 
Point Lobos (Williams); Farallon Cormor- 
ant, Princeton, young nearly grown in 8 
nests on May 6 (E.); Brandt’s Cormorant, 
reduced nesting at Point Lobos this year 
(W.); Snowy Egret, near Kirksville, Sutter 
County, about 10 pairs nesting in colony of 
around 400 American Egrets, 500 Black- 
crowned Night Herons, and 20 Great Blue 
Herons, known to nest in Sacramento Valley 
at least once previously in recent years (E.); 
Black Brant, Tomales Bay, 90 on May 7, 
47 on May 20, Bodega Bay, 56 on May 20 
(P.); Blue-winged Teal, Knight’s Landing, 
a pair on May 15 (E.); Knot, San Mateo 
Bridge, more than 40 on April 17, other 
earliest dates by same observers, April 11, 
1939, April 15, 1936, and April 19, 1934, 
1935 and 1938 (P.); Heermann’s Gull, 
Berkeley Aquatic Park, May 13 (N.), Santa 
Cruz, a few in immature plumage, May 27 
(A.), Mussel Rock, about 100 on May 27, 
29 and on June 14 (P.); California Murre, 
colony of about 200 near mouth of Bixby 
Creek, discovered on May 21 (Emerson); 
Pigeon Guillemot, none at Santa Cruz on 
May 27 (A.).—Jean M. Linspate, Museum 
of Vertebrate Zodlogy, Berkeley, Calif. 


Puget Sound Region.—This spring has 
been one of the warmest on record. The 
rainfall was about normal up to and through 
April, but May 
had two-thirds 
and June only 
one-fourth the 
normal amount. 
Yet the tem- 
‘| perature was 
/ higher than this 


decrease in rain 


~) wals 


hington 


iy 


| would indicate. 
- All but three 


days in the period of this report were 
warmer than normal. Vancouver Island had 
a little more rain than Seattle, but the weath- 
er was much the same over the entire region. 

The usual spring program here is to have 
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April and May quite warm and sunny, 
while June becomes dull, overcast, and damp. 
This year, the first two months were a bit 
better than usual, and June continued the 
trend by being very warm and clear. No 
storms, winds, or frosts have occurred to 
mar the weather. 

As a result, all birds have arrived on 
schedule or a few days early. Some birds, 
such as the Nighthawk, have arrived two 
weeks early. However, the actual number 
of migrants to be seen in any one day has 
been low. This is possibly due to their 
passing rapidly through here on their way 
north. All nesting has been very successful, 
especially the second nests that usually fare 
so poorly in the wet June weather. 

The open spring allowed the waterfowl 
to filter north as soon as they were ready, 
and so there was no real flood in any of the 
species. Black Brant were seen in large 
flocks by most observers. Mr. Flock records 
a concentration at Dungeness on April 21. 
Shovellers are more numerous at Seattle 
and on Vancouver Island (Pearse). Yet, 
Dr. Cowan says the waterfowl hatch on 
Vancouver Island was unaccountably poor, 
though seemingly normal about Seattle. 
Blue-winged Teal nested near Courtenay 
(Pearse). 

Bald Eagles seem to have increased, or at 
least are more evident this year. The San 
Juan Islands and the Cascade Mountains 
have local populations that show an in- 
crease (Flock). Other Hawks are normal 
in numbers and migration. 

California Quail had an early nesting 
season but were not very successful the 
first time. The second nesting, however, 
promises to be very successful. Ruffed 
Grouse and Sooty Grouse show at least a 
50 per cent increase over last year and 
should develop a peak year (Cowan, Pearse). 

Shore birds are now reported normal off 
the coast by Mr. Balmer. Still no storms, 
and that, combined with the warm weather, 
made the migration appear the worst 
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remembered (Balmer, Pearse). Gulls ar 
nesting in greater numbers than in recen: 
years. Bonaparte’s Gulls passed throug): 
in huge flocks about April 20 (Flock, 
Cowan). Dr. Cowan reports the ratio of 
Gulls off Victoria April 19 as being Herring 
1, Thayer's 10, and Glaucous-winged 15. 

Band-tailed Pigeons increased over most 
of the region, being seen in great numbers 
about Seattle in the middle of April. The 
Eastern Kingbird has been reported nesting 
more frequently than before (Flock, Pearse, 
etc.). Flycatchers arrived slightly earlier 
than usual, but do not seem to be very 
numerous. Barn Swallows arrived on 
time (early May) but passed through so 
rapidly as to show no_ concentration. 
Nighthawks arrived more than a week 
early: in Seattle, May 28 (Beecher, Eddy 
May 31 (Hagenstein), in Victoria June 8 
(Cowan). Red-breasted Sapsuckers have 
been reported more numerous than usual 
this spring. 

Robins have nested at least twice and 
very successfully. Mr. Pearse says they 
are more numerous at Courtenay than ever 
before. Russet-backed Thrushes have not 
been as numerous as last season (Hagen- 
stein). Vireos are numerous and tend to 
offset the scarcity of Warblers about Seattle 
(Hagenstein). All reports indicate an 
unaccountable scarcity in all Warblers 
except Townsend's. Dr. Cowan states that 
Townsend's first arrived on April 16 and 
then became more numerous than he has 
ever seen them. The same was true about 
Seattle. Mr. Hagenstein reports that no 
Long-tailed Chats have appeared, the 
first time in several years. 

Purple Finches began to sing early and 
are still in full song, giving them a very 
long season (Hagenstein). Evening Gros- 
beaks are normal everywhere except about 
Vancouver Island (Pearse). Crossbills and 
Siskins are still lacking. White-crowned 
Sparrows are nesting more commonly 
than usual.—Garrett Eppy, Seattle, Wash 


A summary of all of the foregoing reports appears in this issue of Birp-Lore under the title of 


‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 
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